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Ever wondered what it’s like to support
someone who faces daily challenges in

understanding and using language?
 

We spoke to Heather Casey, Specialist
Language Advisor within the SEND Advisory

Service, and Syed Abraz Hussain, a Newly
Qualified Social Worker in the Adolescent

team, to learn more about their work
supporting people with Developmental

Language Disorder (DLD) and how we can
make communication more inclusive. 

Click Here 

School referrals and funding
applications are made via our

Establishment Portal. The guidance
below explains how referrals and

applications can be made.

ESF Application Guidance 

SAS Referral Guidance

SEND ADVISORY SERVICE

PVI’s, please use our new generic email
address, which will be monitored by the team:

SASEarlyYears@Hillingdon.gov.uk

EYES – Early Years & Education System
EYES (Early Years & Education System), is now live!

Early Years settings can now submit Special
Educational Needs Inclusion Funding (SENIF)

applications this includes individual and group
applications via the EYES Parent Portal. 

Education Parental Portal Online Service

SENIF Parent Portal Guidance 

We were thrilled to host our first Speech,
Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
Networking Event this term, bringing together

colleagues from education, health, and community
settings across Hillingdon. The event focused on

building a shared understanding of SLCN and
exploring collaborative ways to improve outcomes
for children and young people. Highlights included
an inspiring “My DLD Story,” Early Years updates,
and dynamic breakout discussions. Key themes

included early identification and support,
amplifying pupil and parent voice, mapping

training opportunities, and sharing good practice.
The energy and commitment of attendees set a
strong foundation for this growing network, and
we look forward to continuing the conversation

and celebrating effective practice at future events.

Partnership for Inclusion
of Neurodiversity (PINS)

Pilot
Click Here for Update 

https://hillingdon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sgill_hillingdon_gov_uk1/IQBxwrpO4t8oT6G3K8bW7j3XAVjL0PZKC_agqN_eW6U6OpU?e=fhYPXs
https://hillingdon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sgill_hillingdon_gov_uk1/IQBxwrpO4t8oT6G3K8bW7j3XAVjL0PZKC_agqN_eW6U6OpU?e=fhYPXs
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SEND ADVISORY SERVICE

New SENCO
Support Sessions 

Tuesday 18
November

th

SIGN UP  

Cygnets Autism Programme Now
in Schools

SAS is now delivering Cygnets in
schools. This course helps parents

and carers of autistic children
connect, share experiences, and

learn practical strategies.

    Interested in hosting?

 Complete the Cygnets Host
Registration Form. Host schools

should be able to recruit 12
parent/carers for the full course.

Inclusion Network for
Education Forum 10th

February 2026 
SIGN UP HERE

Nov 2025 INfE Slides 

Click Here to SIGN UP
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SEND ADVISORY SERVICE

Supporting Neurodivergent Children This Festive Season 

The holidays can be joyful—but also overwhelming for neurodivergent
children. Our quick guide offers simple, practical tips to help families

reduce stress and create inclusive celebrations.

Learn how to:
Share plans in accessible ways
Adapt sensory-heavy activities
Build in rest and quiet spaces
Celebrate each child’s unique interests

Make this season calmer, happier, and more inclusive for everyone.
 Explore helpful resources ➜ Click here

 

Early Years 
Early years foundation stage
(EYFS) statutory framework

Early years inspection: toolkit,
operating guide and information

Sensory
Books with deaf characters

CPD

EEF Guidance Reports 

EEF News

NASEN CPD 

Useful Links & Resources:

https://hillingdon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sgill_hillingdon_gov_uk1/Eejiu8gngjFJvXspFlm3sTgBBK1x64wDuqJ3ShRM_1BS-Q?e=5jobCT
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information
https://hillingdon-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/sgill_hillingdon_gov_uk1/EbN_3Xve4FRJjExjvyh9bQMBK2vfHQqL43uZVLp93QMxog?e=OlaI94
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news
https://nasen.org.uk/events/
https://nasen.org.uk/events/




Research Opportunity: Supporting Black
and Mixed-Race Caribbean Girls through

Inclusive Pastoral Support!

Hillingdon secondary schools are invited to
join a UCL doctoral research study led by

Danielle Daley (Trainee Educational
Psychologist) on how pastoral care supports
the wellbeing, belonging, and achievement of

Black and Mixed-Race Caribbean girls.

The study includes:
Student voice: short online questionnaire
+ focus groups for girls aged 12–16.
Staff input: survey + optional interviews.

Participation is voluntary, confidential, and
ethically approved by UCL.

For further details or to get involved, please
contact danielle.daley.23@ucl.ac.uk.

MeLSA Training 
We are pleased to announce that
MeLSA training will be starting in

January 2026, with the first session
on 6th January 2026. MeLSA
(Mediating Learning Support

Approach) is a practical, evidence-
informed training programme that

equips participants with classroom-
ready strategies to help students
become independent, confident

learners. To register your interest:
Click Here

mailto:danielle.daley.23@ucl.ac.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ebasqoHD-0izIPnVge6Uj_DavgeQWShCmasF1pqMQyVUMjA0UzdBVlVNRTBYUUdITjNPM1VUNllLUC4u&route=shorturl


New SEND Frameworks

We are pleased to share the new banding
frameworks which have now been finalised. We

have a range of new documents for schools to use:

SEND Funding Framework - general
information about how SEND funding works in
schools
Mainstream Banding Framework - banding
descriptors and funding framework for
mainstream schools
Special Banding Framework - banding
descriptors and funding framework for special
schools
ESF - Early Support Funding approach (non-
statutory)
SENIF (previously EYIF) - Early Years SEN
Inclusion Funding Framework
Early Identification Toolkit - checklists and
useful contacts
OAP - Ordinarily Available Provision - (updated
OAP during 2024-25 - now with a new cover
to ensure all the new documents have a similar
look.)

SEND STATUTORY SERVICE
If you have a
SEND EHC

Service-
related

queries, you
can escalate

your
concerns
using the
following

procedure: 

Procedure 

Thank you to all schools who took part in the banding reviews
and the development of the new documents listed above. We

do not underestimate the time that has been invested into
these, and we are very grateful to each of you for your

contributions. This work has been a significant project but it
has been achieved through the local area working together in a

partnership approach, which is something that we hope to
build on further over the course of the year and into future

years.

https://leap.hillingdon.gov.uk/media/17114/SEND-Funding-Framework-Guidance-for-Mainstream-Schools-and-Academies-2025/pdf/dlSEND_Funding_Framework_Guidance_for_Mainstream_Schools_and_Academies_2025.pdf?m=1755689183977
https://leap.hillingdon.gov.uk/media/17115/Mainstream-SEND-Banded-Framework-2025/pdf/dnMainstream_SEND_Banded_Framework_2025.pdf?m=1755689222460
https://leap.hillingdon.gov.uk/media/17113/Special-School-Banding-Framework/pdf/c0Special_School_Banding_Framework.pdf?m=1755689121877
https://leap.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/14856/ESF
https://leap.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/14855/SENIF
https://leap.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/14843/Early-Identification-Toolkit
https://leap.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/11852/Ordinarily-Available-Provision-OAP
https://hillingdon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sgill_hillingdon_gov_uk1/IQC7UENpT6bjS6nq_IUB6y_AARu24mdAI9rnqSpTySDvu68?e=MOsi71
https://hillingdon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/sgill_hillingdon_gov_uk1/IQC7UENpT6bjS6nq_IUB6y_AARu24mdAI9rnqSpTySDvu68?e=MOsi71


 

A recent letter from the Department for Education stated: 

“...Our expert advisers have expressed confidence in your approach, prioritising inclusion and early
intervention, and your team’s capacity to deliver your ambitious plans. They noted the very strong

progress made over the last year, leading to good outcomes. We share their assessment and commend
your continued hard work and dedication to deliver for the children and young people of Hillingdon.” 

AMBITION GROUP UPDATES

Ambition Group 1 
Thrive: Summer events to promote online directory, will be launching a

website in January 2026!
Early Identification Toolkit and My Support Plan - completed.

PINS 1 delivery completed now PINS 2 is underway. 
Ambition Group 2

New “HELLO” local offer website 
OAP workshops on offer

CAAS Project supporting transitions
Ambition Group 3

Banding models for mainstream, special schools, Early Support Funding and
Early Years SEN Inclusion Funding completed.

Pilot on SRP review has been completed and a QA model has been implemented. 
Focus is on developing more secondary provision 

Ambition Group 4
Directory on the Local Offer has been updated.

PFA Strategy has been co-produced and is being finalised
SEND Youth forum - AIM High has been established 

Ambition Group 5
Three-Tiered AP Model - Data Mapping Expanded, Attendance Support Cluster

meetings, LEAP, vulnerable learner clinics. 

AP Directory now available on LEAP
Regular review and expand the list of approved AP



For parents: Speech and Language
Therapy - Mainstream Schools

Monday 1st December 2025 - 14:00 to
15:00 - Using visuals to support
communication
Friday 16th January 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
How to support your child transitioning to
secondary school
Thursday 5th February 2026 - 14:00 to
15:00 - Bilingualism
Tuesday 3rd March 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
The Importance of Story Time
Friday 17th April 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
How to support non-speaking/minimally
speaking children
Thursday 7th May 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Blank Levels Questions
Tuesday 9th June 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Language for Thinking
Monday 6th July 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Language for Behaviour and Emotions

Zoom Meeting details for parents:

Click Here

Meeting ID: 836 3805 3994        
Passcode: 131832

For Professionals: 

Autumn Term 2025: 
Wednesday 10th December 2025 - 14:00 to 15:00
- How to set up and run group interventions in
school

Spring Term 2026: 
Tuesday 13th January 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 - Toe
Walking
Friday 30th January 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Sensory Processing
Tuesday 24th November 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Toileting
Thursday 26th February 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Early Years SLT Service
Tuesday 10th March 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Handwriting

Summer Term 2026: 
Friday 24th April 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 - Gross
Motor Skills
Wednesday 6th May 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Transition to Secondary
Friday 22nd May 2026 - 14:00 to 15:00 -
Developmental Co-ordination Disorder

Zoom Meeting Details for professionals:

Click Here

Meeting ID: 886 2163 2596       Passcode: 707700

Referral Form 
CITS Website 

CITS
We continue to offer a range of
free online workshops available
to parents and professionals, on
wide-ranging topics. We would
like to invite you to attend our
upcoming training's. Details of

topics are as follows

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83638053994%3Fpwd%3D4akQXyIOKefcxdEk2sDjJaymrCGkpX.1&data=05%7C02%7CSGill%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7Cf1310938b8314946379c08de20f28867%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C638984423240651698%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1C7bVWzuORrKvkVPEdilK5jYsavDK%2BNHSNGCD%2FZj9wg%3D&reserved=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88621632596?pwd=U2hOMnp6bkpHLzZjTHdxODJ2TDJBUT09
https://www.cnwl.nhs.uk/children-integrated-therapy-service
https://www.cnwl.nhs.uk/children-integrated-therapy-service
https://www.cnwl.nhs.uk/children-integrated-therapy-service
https://www.cnwl.nhs.uk/children-integrated-therapy-service

