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The Crime and Policing Act 2026 contains several changes that directly affect schools, safeguarding practice, DSLs, governors and staff. The overall aim is to strengthen child protection, tackle exploitation and improve the response to online and sexual harms. 
Key Changes and What They Mean for Schools
1. Mandatory Reporting of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA)
What has changed?
· Individuals undertaking regulated activity with children will have a legal duty to report child sexual abuse when they become aware of it, including historical abuse and the sharing of child sexual abuse material, to the police and children's services. In schools, this is expected to be managed through the DSL. 
What this means for schools
· Staff training will need updating.
· Staff must understand when concerns meet the reporting threshold.
· DSLs will need robust recording and referral systems.
· Schools should review safeguarding policies and reporting procedures.
2. New Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) Offences
What has changed?
· The Act introduces specific offences relating to: 
· Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)
· Cuckooing (criminals taking over a vulnerable person's home)
· Internal concealment linked to criminal exploitation. 
What this means for schools
· Greater emphasis on identifying children at risk from: 
· County lines
· Gang involvement
· Drug distribution
· Criminal exploitation networks
· Schools should view exploited children primarily as victims requiring safeguarding support rather than punishment. 
Indicators staff should be alert to
· Going missing from home or education.
· Unexplained money or expensive items.
· Changes in friendship groups.
· Frequent travel to other towns.
· Increased secrecy or disengagement from school.
3. Stronger Action Against Grooming
What has changed?
· Grooming is now treated as a specific aggravating factor when courts sentence offenders who commit sexual offences against children. 
What this means for schools
· Increased importance of educating pupils about: 
· Online grooming
· Relationship abuse
· Exploitation
· Consent and healthy relationships
Schools should continue to strengthen preventative safeguarding through RHSE and online safety education.
4. New Digital and AI-Related Offences
What has changed?
· New offences criminalise the creation and distribution of tools used to generate fake intimate images.
· Additional protections have been introduced around image-based abuse and non-consensual intimate imagery. 
What this means for schools
· Increased safeguarding risks linked to AI-generated images.
· Staff may encounter: 
· Deepfake imagery
· Image-based bullying
· Sextortion
· Online abuse involving AI technology.
Schools should update online safety and behaviour policies to reflect these emerging risks.
5. Enhanced DBS and Safer Recruitment Requirements
What has changed?
· Clarification that adults undertaking regular close-contact roles with children require Enhanced DBS checks with Children's Barred List checks. 
What this means for schools
· Review volunteer arrangements.
· Ensure recruitment procedures remain compliant.
· Check that single central records accurately reflect vetting requirements.
6. Greater Focus on Information Sharing
What has changed?
· Working Together 2026 reinforces stronger multi-agency working between police, health, social care and education. Schools are expected to contribute actively to safeguarding processes and information sharing. 
What this means for schools
· More involvement in strategy discussions.
· More rapid sharing of safeguarding intelligence.
· Stronger relationships with local police and safeguarding partners.
· Better identification of exploitation, violence and serious youth crime.
7. Stronger Focus on Online and Offline Harm
What has changed?
· Working Together 2026 explicitly recognises the connection between online harms and real-world harm. 
What this means for schools
· Safeguarding concerns should not be treated as "just online."
· Schools should consider how online activity can increase risk of: 
· Sexual exploitation
· Criminal exploitation
· Radicalisation
· Serious violence
· Emotional harm. 
What Governors and DSLs Should Do Now
1. Review safeguarding and child protection policies.
2. Update staff training on mandatory CSA reporting.
3. Strengthen awareness of Child Criminal Exploitation and county lines.
4. Review online safety and AI-related safeguarding risks.
5. Ensure effective links with local police and safeguarding partners.
6. Audit safer recruitment and DBS processes.
7. Review CPOMS categories and recording systems to ensure exploitation and online harms are captured effectively. 
Key Message for Schools
The biggest practical impact is that schools will be expected to identify exploitation earlier, report child sexual abuse more consistently, work more closely with police, and respond to emerging online and AI-enabled harms, while ensuring children involved in criminal exploitation are treated as victims first and foremost. 
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