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Welcome back!
We hope that you had a lovely summer break and are rested and
ready for the Autumn Term!

As the new academic year begins, many schools will be welcoming
new service pupils into their communities. The support you provide
from the very start can make a significant difference to their
experience and sense of belonging.

While it is important to warmly welcome new pupils, ongoing
support for existing service pupils is equally vital at the start of a
new year. Regular check-ins and taking the fime to get to know
your service children can help them feel secure, understood and
empowered to thrive.

A reminder that we are here to support you. You can contact us with any
questions or concerns relating to service children, whether you're seeking
support for an individual pupil or looking to strengthen provision for your
wider cohort. We can help you access appropriate resources and connect
with other schools to share best practice. Whatever your needs, we're
here to help.

We also of fer support directly to parents and families via a separate
email address for them to contact us regarding their child's education.
We would be grateful if you could continue share this with your Armed

Forces families, see the blurb for your newsletters on page 7.

Contact for schools:
Hannah Dent: hdent@hillingdon.gov.uk
Bernard Boyle: bboyle@hillingdon.gov.uk

Contact for parents and families:
Servicechildren@Hillingdon.gov.uk



Free online CPD session with
Dr Lucy Robinson

Monday 14™ September 2026
1:30pm - 2:15pm

Service-related separation support

You are invited to attend a free online CPD session with Dr Lucy
Robinson focusing on ways to support service pupils experiencing
separation due to parental deployment and mobility.

This is the third bitesize CPD session run by Dr Lucy, who is a
postdoctorate fellow at Cardiff University and conducted doctoral
research exploring how military life shapes service children'’s
identity and school experiences. She was also a service child
herself. You don't need to have attended the other sessions to
attend this one, all are welcome.

Sign up to attend here:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/zZNGWBpkXND



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/zNGWBpkXND

Join the Festival of Friends
Project 2026/27

We are delighted to invite schools to be part of the Hillingdon, Berkshire
and Surrey Festival of Friends collaborative project.

This exciting project is free to join and offers a fantastic opportunity
for schools to strengthen their support for children from Armed Forces
families while contributing to wider school improvement.

We are delighted to be taking part alongside schools from across
Berkshire and Surrey, working in partnership with Brunel University.

Open to all schools with service pupils, including those with only a
small number on roll, the project will provide access to professional
learning and peer collaboration. Throughout the project there will be
opportunities to network across the region and a chance for service
children to have their voices heard at a pupil voice event. One of the
highlights of the project will be a special Festival of Friends celebration
event in Summer 2027, bringing together participating schools and service
children from across the region.

Please see the separately attached letter and acceptance form for more
information about how to sign up for the project.
Please email the completed acceptance form to Matt Blyton
(mattblytoneducation@outlook.com)_before Friday 25™ September.

Want to find out more?
Project Lead Matt Blyton will be running a choice of 2 short webinars on
Thursday 10™ September to provide further information and answer
questions.

11:00 - 11:30 - session 1
15:30 - 16:00 - session 2

Links for the sessions are on the separately attached letter.
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Service Children’s Progression

ALLIANCE

IMPACT CENTRE

Listening Tour

It's not too late to sign up to attend the SCiP Alliance
Impact Centre Listening Tour.

Wednesday 30™ September 13:00-15:00
at
The Hive RAF Northolt

It is an opportunity to share your perspectives on what
works for Service children as part of a national
conversation. The SCiP Alliance Impact Centre wants to
hear from those working with Service children about
effective support across home, education, community, and
wellbeing settings, particularly how evidence is accessed,
used, and shared. These insights will shape future training,
resources, and guidance,

Register your Interest here

Free Event - https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/1UqyhEfx72

If you are unable to attend the in-person event, you can also
submit your thoughts in line with the listening tour structure
here:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/903HRrCf{7



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fa3wnqvqpUigevu4IDP6Ayfsi8nnSy9NjeUDSJLT_v9UOUpPT09COU9MSkNHOFMwTTVPWDVKSk5CSyQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fa3wnqvqpUigevu4IDP6A-jI7wYqgW9OqqaKGQV-Z55UMVVKMkswMzNHMU0yN05OUzVIQk5SRE1IWC4u&route=shorturl
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Below is a blurb that can be added to your parent newsletters
to provide information about our roles and contact details for
parents to speak with us directly.

Service Children's Champions

Hillingdon Council has two dedicated Stronger Schools Officers
for Service Children within the Access to Education Team. They
support and advocate for children and young people from Armed
Forces families and work with schools across the borough to
ensure they receive appropriate and consistent support.

The officers help schools understand and respond to the unique

experiences of service children, particularly during periods of

mobility, parental deployment, family separation, and transition
between schools.

If you are part of an Armed Forces family and would like advice,
information, or support regarding your child's education, please
contact the Stronger Schools Officers at
Servicechildren@hillingdon.gov.uk




Resource Toolk
for Schools

We have updated our resource toolkit
with some new resources and made
the linked resources easier to access.

The toolkit collates a large variety of
organisations, charities, government
information, wellbeing support and
moving and fransition resources that
can be used to support Service
children.

For access, please see the separate
link on LBH Education Weekly, which
will also be sent via email.

If you have any difficulties accessing
any of the attached links or resources
do let us know.
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Service Children's
Community Choir

Are you interested in or do you know anyone who might be
interested in setting up a Service Children's Community Choir?

Founder Angela Campbell (North Yorkshire's Service Children's
Champion) is continuing to grow the choir's network.

The Service Children’'s Community Choir is more than just a choir. It
is a community where children from Armed Forces families can
connect, belong and thrive through music. They understand the unique
experiences of Service life, from frequent moves and school changes
to periods of separation from loved ones. Through weekly rehearsals,
performances and special projects, they provide a supportive
environment where young people can build friendships, grow in
confidence, develop musical skills and create lasting memories. What
began as a small choir in Catterick Garrison has grown into an award-
winning organisation that gives Service children a voice, celebrates
their achievements and showcases the strength, resilience and talent
of military-connected young people across the UK.

There is now a second group in Gosport, Hampshire and Angela is
hoping to expand the choir's impact further.

You can contact us or Angela directly to express your interest.
angela.campbell@northyorks.gov.uk

Welcome To Service Children's Community Choir

Qur weekly choir sessions are led by specialist music teachers who understand
both the needs of developing young singers and the unique experiences of military
children. Each session is structured, supparlive. and designed to help every chid
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