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SEND Reviews 

Please could you complete the following form to
express your interest in having a SEND Review:

SEND Review Form 

Language Link Champion 2024 

The Hillingdon Education Improvement team &
The Send Advisory Service is funding Infant, Junior

and Secondary Language Link for schools within
Hillingdon. This is an excellent resources created

by Speech and Language Therapists which assesses
and provides support for young people with

regards to speech, language and communication
needs. We have seen some excellent work being

carried out in schools and it is so wonderful t hear
how you are finding the programme.

In order to build a supportive community focused
on implementing Language Link and promoting

SLCN in schools we are asking you all to have your
chance of becoming a Language Link Champion. All
schools can identify a Language Link Champion (or
more) who can form our lovely network. We will be

able to network, share good practice and offer
advice and support to each other. This is new - so
we are also open to ideas of how we can shape this

moving forward.

Please fill in the questionnaire linked and email me
with any questions at hcasey@hillingdon.gov.uk

Partnerships for Inclusion of Neurodiversity (PINS) Pilot​  
 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR YOUR SETTING  
We would like to invite your school to participate in a new project to meet the needs of neurodiverse children in mainstream primary

schools. The PINS project ​will test an innovative model for effective deployment of specialist support on supporting neurodiverse
pupils who represent a fast-growing group among the children most likely to benefit from a more inclusive environment.   

Please click here to view the PINS Poster and to register your interest.
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It has been a year since the Early Years Team have changed the way
it works with settings.  We would like to gather your feedback on

how this is for you and potential improvements we can make to our
service.

Please click here for the feedback form

EARLY YEARS

Please click here for the Early
Years Inclusion Funding

Guidance

Please click here for the EY
Strategy Resource Bank 2023-

2024

Please click here for the
Children Centre’s Autumn Flyer 

NEW Early Years
Entitlement Funding

Please can you complete
the survey applicable to

you, this is to gather your
thoughts on the new
funding to come into

place in 2024.

Group childcare
provider survey  

Childminder survey 

Early Years Forum Registration June 2024

Date: Wednesday 5th June 2024
Time: 9.30am - 11.30am

Location: TBC

Please click here to register!

Upcoming Trainings:
 (please click for further info)

Role of the Inclusion Coordinator

Speech, Language and Communication in Early
Years

My Support Plan Training
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AET Phase Specific
 Resources

Thank you for joining us on Wednesday 20th March for our School's SENCO Forums. Please click on the link for the SENCO
Forum Slides for your review: School's SENCO Forum Slides

Please see below the link for registration at the next Schools Forum
Date: Wednesday 5th June 2024

Time: 1.00 pm to 3.00pm
Location: Civic Centre, High Street, Uxbridge UB8 1NN

School's June SENCO Forum - SIGN UP HERE 

Raise Peer Awareness In 2024
Autism Acceptance Week!

SCHOOLS

Whole School SEND: New
Teacher Handbook

SENCO Forum

(Autism Level Up, 2024)

While autistic people share these similar characteristics to
some degree, they are also all different from each other. This

is because autism is considered a spectrum. The autism
spectrum is not linear from high to low but varies in every
way that one person might vary from another (AET, 2024)

There is no ‘typical’ autistic person. Every autistic individual
has their own strengths, differences and needs, their own life

journey and their own unique story (AET, 2024)

The Autism Toolkit by Ambitious About Autism 

The AET Terminology Guide

LEVEL UP!
offer great tools

and supports
which can be

adapted to
meet individual

needs!

Get fundraising this World Autism Acceptance Week and take
part by doing your own 5km Spectrum Colour Walk wherever

you are. Click here to find out more.
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PARENTS & CARERS - KEY WORKERS

Coffee Mornings

Would you be interested in having someone
from the SEND Key Working Team attend a

parent coffee morning at your setting/school to
talk more about what we offer?

If so, please contact the linked SEND Key
Worker for your school/setting or email:

Simmi Virdee – Senior SEND Key Worker –
svirdee1@hillingdon.gov.uk

Debbie Frank – Senior SEND Key Worker –
dfrank@hillingdon.gov.uk 

 A reminder of what the SEND Key
working team in SAS offers families:

·Emotional support eg: helping
parental mental health and wellbeing
·Practical support eg: basic behaviour
strategies, emotional regulation tools
·Information, advice and signposting
eg: benefits, charities, local services

·Coordination of services eg: TAC
meetings, transition support
·Parent workshops and group

sessions

Easter Holiday Activities
Easter HAF programme - Hillingdon Council

Easter Activity Programme - Hillingdon Council

The Grand Cranford Park Egg Hunt

Drop-In Holiday Activities

Best Days Out In Hillingdon, Greater London For Teenagers

Miles for Smiles - Home

About SEND Family Support | Support & Events for Parents

https://hillingdon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/vmodha_hillingdon_gov_uk/EW1bnsAoTHtCkMxYWLYZKtYBVhqSPBPg2DJ_l1bQ1RLB6g?e=dAc6cX
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/9026/Easter-HAF-programme#:~:text=Get%20Active%20Sports%20Easter%20HAF&text=Activities%20include%20dodgeball%2C%20cricket%2C%20yoga,crazy%20golf%20and%20table%20tennis.&text=Sports%20Easter%20HAF-,Please%20note%3A%20If%20you%20need%20help%20with%20your%20online%20booking,com%20or%20call%2001344%20860868.
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/12406/Easter-Activity-Programme#:~:text=Activities%20run%20during%20the%20Easter,creative%20arts%2C%20sports%20and%20games.&text=Open%20to%20school%2Daged%20children,benefits%2Drelated%20free%20school%20meals.&text=For%208%20to%2024%2Dyear,benefit%20from%20additional%20targeted%20support.
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https://www.dayoutwiththekids.co.uk/things-to-do/south-east-and-london/greater-london/hillingdon/teenagers
https://www.milesforsmiles.net/


Useful Links

 Learn to fingerspell | Learning BSL (ndcs.org.uk)
Learn to fingerspell | Learning BSL

Videos, posters and postcards to help you learn the
British fingerspelling alphabet:

BSL videos and resources | Learning BSL (ndcs.org.uk)
what-are-you-feeling-resource-digital 2023.pdf

 

SENSORY

HEARING SUPPORT

The National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) has
comprehensive resources for supporting D/deaf children
and young people in educational settings. Please click on

the wesbites below: 

Early years education | Information for professionals
(ndcs.org.uk) 

Primary education | Information for professionals
(ndcs.org.uk) 

Secondary education | Information for professionals
(ndcs.org.uk) 

Professional post-14 resources | Information for
professionals (ndcs.org.uk)

NDCS Resources 

NDCS PDF Resources 
Deaf Friendly Early Education 

Deaf Friendly Teaching - Primary 

Deaf Friendly Teaching - Secondary 

Deaf Friendly Teaching FE 2020

BSL week is 18th -
24th March 2024

and we are
encouraging people

to wear blue to
celebrate it!  For

more information
see the link here.

We'd like to place a particular focus on
Emotional health and wellbeing for families of

deaf children (ndcs.org.uk) 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndcs.org.uk%2Finformation-and-support%2Flanguage-and-communication%2Fsign-language%2Flearning-bsl%2Flearn-to-fingerspell%2F&data=05%7C02%7CVModha%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7Ca37539625cef4745301008dc18f7df75%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C638412700091526226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9mHqXTsWw9U4GQuWtarSmEPcCHkYWTmQVqSHCCT%2Beiw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndcs.org.uk%2Finformation-and-support%2Flanguage-and-communication%2Fsign-language%2Flearning-bsl%2Fbsl-videos-and-resources%2F&data=05%7C02%7CVModha%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7Ca37539625cef4745301008dc18f7df75%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C638412700091526226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qbyx%2BXGvcJCB4FhSLfbku6G5lAOr5zJGS5EMQDhsqe0%3D&reserved=0
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Links to Refugee Project in Hillingdon 
EPs:

Alba Barbullushi and 
Cynthia Pinto

The new Senior Specialist EP for Early Years -
Helen Vogt -  is working with settings to set up
a Traded Service to support Early Intervention

for children with SEND

EPS in Hillingdon is Trading with 73
schools (2 of those out of borough).

“It is not our differences that
divide us. It is our inability to

recognise, accept and
celebrate those differences”.

- Audre Lorde.

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY SERVICE



Information for Professionals

SEND STATUTORY SERVICE

CONSULTATIONS

PLACEMENTS
We understand there are some pupils who may

require a specialist placement attending your setting
– and due to the national shortage, one is not

available. We consult a range of settings, in and out of
borough, independent and maintained but we need to

ensure whatever placement is sought is an efficient
use of resource. Please continue to advise families to

contact SENDIAS for impartial support.

TRIBUNALS

If you are involved in SEND Tribunal
proceeding, please note that it is in the

school’s best interest to attend the hearing
as a witness for LA or parent/carer in

order to avoid being ordered by Tribunal
to attend on the day of the hearing. This is
causing delays and further challenges in

cases. If you have any queries, please liaise
with your allocated SEND Officer and/or

you can contact us on
sentribunals@hillingdon.gov.uk.

 

Please ensure you are completing consultations and
returning within the 15 days. A gentle reminder these

are shared with parents, and you must consider all
reasonable adjustments and support to make a

placement successful rather than a refusal. 

EHC Needs Assessment Application
Template:

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/send-
professionals

SEND Panel
To attend SEND panel (every

Wednesday 1pm virtually) please book
a place via email:

echallis@hillingdon.gov.uk

Please click for SEND caseload school
allocation.

GUIDANCE

All referrals relating to Children and Families are now managed
through our Stronger Families Hub. 

If you are a professional and are requesting EHCNA please follow
the link below to request a statutory assessment for special
educational needs. Please attach the EHC Needs Assessment

Application Template from Information for SEND professionals -
Hillingdon Council referring through:

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/stronger-families.

Please note there is no need to call Stronger Families Hub for an
update the SEND Service will provide letter with acknowledgment

of the request and timeline for the decision and next steps. 

If you would like support in completing annual review paperwork
please contact Sheila (swynn@hillingdon.gov.uk)

STRONGER FAMILIES HUB
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CITS

Please click here to view
the CITS Training Flyer

2023-24

Please visit the Children’s Integrated
Therapy Service website:

 www.cnwl.nhs.uk/children-
integrated-therapy-service for
information about the service. 

This includes strategies and resources
for parents and professionals as well as

links to other useful websites.

Upcoming Training

Tuesday 23rd April 2024 - Creating an
inclusive sports day

Wednesday 8th May 2024 - Speech and
phonology

Thursday 23rd May 2024 - DCD
Tuesday 11th June 2024 - Stammering 

 

CITS Speech and language therapy service
are running training for schools and nursery

staff on;

Total Communication and Alternative and
Augmentative Communications (AAC) e.g.:

communication boards, Signalong, using visuals
effectively.

Date: Friday 7th June
2 sessions either 9:30-12:30 or 13:30-16:30 (15

spaces per session).
Location: Committee room 5 at Civic Centre,

Uxbridge

To book please email Citsadmin.cnwl@nhs.net
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Free MoneySense SEND
Resources!

From lesson plans to engaging
activities, MoneySense has

everything you need to bring
financial education to life. Sign up
today to download your free SEND
resources and explore budgeting

and saving with your class this
winter.

Free MoneySense SEND Resources!

From lesson plans to engaging
activities, MoneySense has everything

you need to bring financial education to
life. Sign up today to download your

free SEND resources and explore
budgeting and saving with your class

this winter.

NOTICE BOARD 
ESF Impact form

 A kind reminder to please complete the
following form at the end of ESF Funding,

to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of ESF over

the last year. This form MUST be
completed for your renewal  applications

to be considered. ESF Impact Form

Hillingdon Parent Carers Forum 

This forum enables parents and carers to
shape, design, develop, implement and review

services in partnership with Hillingdon.
Participation from parents/carers makes a

difference, and brings about change using first
hand experience.

Please encourage your parents and carers to
get involved!

Email: HillingdonPCF@gmail.com    
Website: Hillingdon PCF.com

Please use this link to see all the latest PCF
updates  

Speech and Language UK: Family and Young People survey

Does your child struggle with talking and understanding words? If so,
we need your help!  We want to know what life is like for the 1.9 million

children and young people who face challenges with talking and
understanding words.  That’s why we are launching a crucial new family
and young person survey to inform our future campaigns and help make

sure all children have access to the support they need.  

If you are a family member or young person with speech and language
challenges, we want to hear about your experience.  

NASEN: New online SEND
CPD 

Funded by the Department for
Education as part of the
Universal SEND Services

programme, the new units
explore the following themes:

Understanding executive
function

Memory for learning
Developing Maths skills
Person centred working

Why not set aside 20 minutes to
sign in and get started today? 

Please click here
to view the

Pentland Field
School Outreach
Programme 23-

24
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