
 
 

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 1 

For this standardisation exercise you should assume that, following the discussion with 

the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on 

the strongest piece and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the 

pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a 

particular weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

Notice 

The standardisation exercise was designed to provide materials for local moderators to 

check their understanding of the teacher assessment framework to enable moderation of 

teacher assessment. 

The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) may have edited the pupil scripts to generate 

the materials needed for the standardisation exercise process. Moderators should only 

use the written materials to assess their understanding against the teacher assessment 

framework. 

Schools should not use these materials as training materials. STA produces separate 

guidance, training and exemplification materials for schools. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative 

B) a persuasive letter 

C) a review of an attraction 

D) a self-reflection 

E) an explanation 

F) a narrative 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a narrative 

Context: Pupils studied how published authors use language choices and dialogue to 

support characterisation. They were presented with an imaginary scenario, in which a 

teacher attempts to persuade a head teacher to change their mind, and tasked to write a 

description of this encounter with a focus on characterisation. 

,  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: a persuasive letter 

Context: After studying formal letter writing, pupils received an email from their head 

teacher informing them of the cancellation of their school trip. They were tasked to write a 

formal letter to persuade the head teacher to change their mind. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a review of an attraction 

Context: After a visit to Eden Camp as part of a WW2 History topic, pupils studied TripAdvisor reviews before compiling their own review 

of the attraction. This piece has been transcribed on the following page.  
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Transcription:  

Perfect place for everyone for a day out! 

Review of Eden Camp Modern History Museum 

Date of experience: March 2024 

As a history enthusiast, a few days ago I had the absolute delight of a day from start to finish at the Eden Camp Modern History Museum! 

I was so shocked by the experience and knowledge offered at this interesting attraction. Each hut offered a view of different periods of 

that wartime history. While being there, I thought that it felt like I had travelled back in time and experienced the history of WW1 and 

WW2. I was distinctly impressed by the interactive elements scattered throughout the camp. However, I really liked how there was a 

chapel where people could reflect and pray. 

Furthermore, the layout of the camp was brilliant, with clear signs and paths guiding people through the exhibit and how all the paths and 

huts flowed well. I never felt lost or worried about not being able to find the huts where I wanted to be. There was always staff around 

wanting to help or answer my questions. 

The ticket price was more than justified by the quality of the experience; it was the perfect amount and there was even a discount for 

families. I would never ask for my money back. I left feeling enriched, enlightened, and eager to return for another visit in the future. 

There was so much space inviting anyone for a nice day out, and I would definitely tell more people to come if anyone else is stuck in the 

house with nothing to do and wants a nice family day out to have a good time and get some fresh air. Just one thing to consider, maybe 

you could improve accessibility because there are no ramps or hearing loops for people who wear hearing aids, have a hearing 

impairment, or are disabled and have to be in a wheelchair. But other than that, I have nothing bad to say about Eden Camp and 

everything else was great! 

Overall, my experience at Eden Camp was remarkable! I would definitely come back again and would be able to give another positive 

review back to the Eden Camp Modern History Museum and encourage more people to have a great day like I did! Highly recommended! 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a self-reflection 

Context: As part of their preparation for the transition to secondary school, pupils were 

tasked to write a short description of themselves for their new teacher. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: an explanation 

Context: As part of their science learning, pupils studied the functions of different organs 

and the importance of exercise. They watched the dissection of a heart and were asked 

to write an explanation about how the heart works. They had studied explanation writing 

earlier in the year. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece F: a narrative 

Context: After completing a narrative writing unit, pupils were shown a clip from ‘The 

Hunger Games’ film and asked to rewrite it from their chosen character’s point of view. 

Pupil A selected Katniss Everdeen. Due to its length, this piece has been transcribed. 

Transcription 

Hunger Games 

Survive or die! I could be chosen today. After all it's reaping day. District 12, my district, 

the boring, dull, most Isolated district out of them all. Today our fate will be decided by 

the Capitols whims. I probably will not be chosen, I will in my head, hopeful that I will be 

lucky again. But 2 people will be selected to participate in the deadly Hunger Games. 

And it could be me… 

Blasting out with no care of the peace, a horn sounded. It will decide our destiny. 

Jumping out of my skin, I move to action. Scents of coal with the damp air clogs up my 

lungs more than the journey of dread; making me feel uneasy. "Katniss, keep calm and 

keep your head down." I kept repeating to myself in order to not be affected by the 

situation. Everyone is best dressed making their way towards their potential death, afraid 

to step out of line. Standing looking at the glass bowl whilst organized into lives of 

gender, l gaze at the potential future. "Will I be chosen today?" I speculated. 

Emerging from the side of the stage, in her lavish dress, she looked completely different 

from the rest of us. She was an outsider and didn't belong here. 

"Now, the time has come for us to choose one couragous man and woman for the honour 

of participating in the 74th annual Hunger Games," Effi explained whist the microphone 

echoed across the desolate landscape. Everyone's faces dropped as they knew it had 

only just begun. She went on, "As always ladies first." And began to walk to the large 

glass bowl filled with the participants names. Hovering her hand over the bowl, she 

paused in suspense. She dug to the bottom and snatched a piece of paper out. "It's not 

me; it's not me." I repeated constantly. She walked back over to the microphone with 

someone's name in her hard. Effie cleared her voice and announced, "Primrose 

Everdeen." 

All eyes were on Prim, my dearest Prim. She glanced at the audience and began to walk 

to the stage, catching sight of our mother, she offered no comfort. I tried to run to her but 

the guards caught me too soon. They were too powerful and weren't letting go anytime 

soon, no matter how I struggled. 

They held me back but that was until my voice let out a shaky screech. “l volunteer,” I 

repeated twice, “I volunteer as tribute." It soon went quiet, quiet enough that you could 

hear a pin drop. 
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Looking vaguely amused, Effie seemed to soften her glare. "Oh we have a volunteer, 

how brave of you!" Effie went on, now realising the connection between Prim and I.  

"Well up you come, volunteer," she indicated for my name. 

"Katniss, Katniss Everdeen," I uttered with little confidence once I had firmly taken my 

place. With little regard, she turned and moved on as if my bravery meant nothing. “And 

now for the boys,” she clapped with glee. 

Training 

Waiting in a dull, gloomy room apprehensively with Peeta, my legs shook in fear, or was 

it tension? "Katniss Everdeen," my name echoed from the robotic voice calling me to 

prove my worth. Between me and Peeta, not one word was spoken until, "Katniss, shoot 

straight," tumbled out of his mouth. I glanced at him, nodded my head and continued to 

walk out, ever though his advice was ridiculous. It must have been his nerves. 

Echoes in the training room filled the air as I walked towards my equipment, familiar I 

thought but more modern, and waited for them to notice me. "Katniss Everdeen, District 

12." I said in a clear voice. Everyone stopped chatting and stared. I'm sure they 

wondered who dare stop their party. I grazed my hand across the unfamiliar bow, and 

pulled the arrow back sharply. A loud thud struck the board as I missed the target. The 

room soon filled with laughter and chuckles. 

The thought of humiliating myself didn't usually bother me but this time it did. Picking up 

another arrow, l pulled back on the string and it was a perfect hit. No one saw it. A 

mixture of rage and anger, at myself, started to build up within me yet they still continued 

to chat. I knew I could prove them wrong and show them what could do. They just had to 

pay attention. 

Training Part 2 

Gathering around a pig that they cared about more then me and my skill, Wondering 

what I could do to get their attention, my anger started to get the better of me, sending a 

burst of rage around my whole body. Picking up a new sharp arrow, I held up my bow, 

pulled back the string and with no hesitation, fired. Swiftly pinning the apple to the wall 

straight out of the pig’s mouth. Bullseye! 

Turning their heads with horror at what looked like on attack, the commitee were lost for 

words. I could tell they were threatened by me. The silence was deafening enough to 

hear someone breathe from a mile away. So I took a confident bow. “Thank you, for your 

consideration." I announced with rightful attitude and sarcasm. Turning around, I began 

to walk back through the hallway knowing I got their attention. 

"Erm, miss Everdeen? A word of caution," a short unusual little man stepped forward. 

"Although impressive, you have now ruffled feathers at the Capitol, be careful,” he 

continued. "As I said, thank you for your consideration," I boldly stated as I swept out of 

the room...  
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative extract 

B) a survival guide 

C) a newspaper article  

D) a setting description 

E) a letter 

F) a diary entry 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a narrative extract 

Context: Pupils read Katherine Rundell’s adventure story ‘The Explorer’ as part of wider 

learning about the Amazon rainforest. Prior learning involved discussion of effective 

vocabulary choices and the use of dialogue. Pupils then wrote part of the story, being 

sure to include an element of setting description. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a survival guide 

Context: As part of learning about the Amazon rainforest and following on from Rundell’s 

text, pupils wrote a guide to survival to assist those who find themselves remotely 

stranded. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a newspaper article 

Context: As part of learning about the Amazon rainforest and following on from reading 

Rundell’s text, pupils wrote a newspaper article including the details of the aeroplane 

crash which forms the basis of the story. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a setting description 

Context: Pupils were given an image of a spooky house and asked to write a setting 

description which would build suspense. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a letter 

Context: Pupils read Drew Daywalt’s story ‘The Day the Crayons Quit.’ They were asked 

to write a letter in the voice/character of a chosen piece of classroom equipment. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece F: a diary entry 

Context: Based on their learning around WWII and after reading Anne Frank’s diary, 

pupils wrote a diary extract expressing Anne’s anxiety at her situation. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a non-chronological report 

B) a newspaper report and opinion pieces 

C) a dialogue 

D) a balanced argument 

E) a narrative  



28 
 

Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a non-chronological report 

Context: After exploring examples of non-chronological reports, pupils chose an animal to 

research before writing their own report.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a newspaper report and opinion pieces 

Context: Drawing on a humorous newspaper report of a real-life motorway incident, 

pupils developed an idea for their own report. Broadsheet newspaper styles were also 

explored, and Pupil C used their original idea as the basis for related opinion pieces.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a dialogue 

Context: After exploring dialogue in a shared class novel, pupils selected a familiar story 

and developed a scenario in which the characters were involved in a disagreement. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a balanced argument 

Context: After exploring a range of moral and ethical issues in stories, pupils identified a 

broad issue to discuss in the form of an argument. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a narrative 

Context: Drawing on the picture book ‘The Promise’ by Nicola Davies, pupils wrote their 

own story focused on transformation. 
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