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Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 2

For this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with
the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent,
including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’'s own.

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the
strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s
books.

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in
the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided
evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum.

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular
weakness.

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end
of key stage 2: English writing — working towards the expected standard, working at the
expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise
includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged
individually.

Notice

The standardisation exercise was designed to provide materials for local moderators to
check their understanding of the teacher assessment framework to enable moderation of
teacher assessment.

The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) may have edited the pupil scripts to generate
the materials needed for the standardisation exercise process. Moderators should only

use the written materials to assess their understanding against the teacher assessment
framework.

STA produces separate guidance, training and exemplification materials for schools.
Should local authorities wish to use pupil scripts from standardisation exercises for
training purposes when visiting schools, STA recommends making it clear that writing
may have been edited to better align with the specified standard.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf

Pupil A
This collection includes:

A) a fairytale rewrite
B) a fantasy narrative
C) aletter

D) a letter

E) a biography

F) an information text



Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece A: a fairytale rewrite

Context: pupils watched ‘Little Miss Take’ from the Literacy Shed. Following some
focused teaching on dialogue, they planned and wrote their own version of a well-known
fairy tale. This pupil chose ‘Thumbelina’.

Transcription provided for clarity, due to pupil’s editing in middle section. Original
piece below for reference.

Theumbelina’s adventure

Once upon a time, in a far distant land, there was a kingdom called Roses. It was surounded whith busy
streets also transparent lakes leading to the crystal clear sea. In the village all you could see for miles was
swishy swashy pine trees. A few miles from the village, there was a market full of sweet treats like
doughnuts, cupcakes and pancakes. Every year, for prom they moved all the carts and wagons ready for
people to arive.

One night of prom, the queen fell very ill then the Kingdom, fell into fright and dispare. Meanwhile on the
other side of town, deep in the woods there was a cottage there lived a young woman and her daughter
(who’s grand mother was the queen) caulled Thumbelina. Everything was perfect, until one day, when
Thumbelina came home she said “why does someone wants you?” “and what do you want?” lucy
(Thumbelina’s mum) asked

We are here because of your daughter she stole the queen’s crown!” replied the guard.
“Thumbelina what do you say?” asked lucy.
“Sory,” moaned Thumbelina.

Then one day Lucy asked Thumbelina to take the basket full of treats (from the market.) “Go through the
forest, but make sure to stick to the path, at least be safe my dear ok?” asked lucy.

“Yes mum,” moanded Thumbelina,
“Bye honey be safe!” shouted Lucy

“Yeah yeah | will” replied Thumbelina. And off she went down the path not knowing what she would
encounter on the way...

A few miles from the house, Thumbelina was skipping hapily along when sudenly, she spotted a bear
sobbing on a fallen dusty tree. “argh why are you crying Its so annoying so can you stop?” shouted
Thumbelina.

%
Oh I'm sorry, I'm... Just feelling realy upset. Please can | have one of your treats from the basket?” asked

the bear “U gh no what makes you think you can have a treat from my basket?” questioned thumbleina.
Then (when she had reached the castle) her eyes filled whith terror...



she saw her grandma led on the floor coughing and whessing. Then in the corner of her eye, she saw the
bear from earlier grining. Then he disapeared into the darkness. Then a miricle happened. Her grandma
got on her feet and lifted Thumbelina into a tight hug. After that they all lived hapily

the end.

*The queen was a nice old lady with loucous curly silver hair. Thick grey glasses and a shiny golden crown
sat on her silver hair.




MMM MJ{: JJWA‘%”
Zj«y% W

Ll A ofr
Am%% Sk %

KA




Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece B: a fantasy narrative

Context: pupils watched the silent film ‘The Eye of the Storm’. Following some teaching
which focused on amplification, pupils wrote a fantasy narrative in the first person.

The eve of the storm

The dimly-lit craft moen rose as the tattered, ancient airship hovered in the sky. | went to look at the
map that lay strew on the table. Then | took-some steel twigs and made a circle whith them and steared
the ship. By the time | was done, the burning, brignt sun rose as the birds skittered.

Whithout warning, the wind increased. | offered three pats to the pegasis unicorn hybrid but lingered on
the third pat. Then it russeled my hand while purrng.

From inside the craft, | turned a botle of ominous green liquid into the furnace, the furnace sparked as it
gobeled up the ominous green liquid. Then | took my freinds box and threw it of the ship. (| wanted to
get rid of all the memories together so | cant feel any greef.) The wether grew worse, blowing the ship
all over the place. It was hell.

As | looked through a well used spy glass, | turned. | heared a neigh from the hybrid, as | went inside the
ship to turn it to full speed; then let my hybrid freind go.

Whith a gloved hand | pulled the lever. Aullthough, it was quiet the engine wined and whured back to life
(the cogs were spining and churning.) | was there, | headed towards the eye. As | headed towards the
eye the wind intensified... ;

The wind was realy strong then, as | went through the eye the wind grew stronger. And so did the
emrald green light. It smelled lik a can of tuna and there were some sort of salt chrystals. | had took a
few of them to taste (they tasted like marshmallows) and felt hard as rock. | heard the wind getting
stronger But then | saw a golden light behind the eye. What could it be?...

As | got closer, the light became clear it was as shiny as a star. It was a treasure valt! As | went through
the treasure valt | heard a familliar voice it was the meowing of kittens. But not any kittens, ther was a
gold one, a emrald one and a dimond one. | recognised one as Emrald my old new born cat. But then |
heard a puppy cry. | ran whith the kittens to the puppy. It was Lucky my old dog then | realised Thut |
was in animal heaven so then will Lucy be here tol Lucy was my childhood deg and we would play day
after day month after month year after year. Until we had to put her down. Since then | had never smiled
neve even brought her back . | scavenged high and low until | heard a familliar voice. .. it was lucy.



Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece C: a letter

Context: as part of their history learning around the subject of WW2, pupils were asked to
write a letter to a monarch or Prime Minister which focused on a ‘human interest’ aspect
of the war, for example, rationing, missing children who were away at war.
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Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece D: a letter

Context: as part of their history learning around the subject of WW2, pupils were asked to
write an informal letter from a WW?2 soldier to a loved one back home.



Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece E: a biography

Context: after reviewing a range of biographies, pupils researched and wrote a biography
on an individual who was famous for actions during WW2.
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Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece F: an information text

Context: as part of a geography unit on “The Americas’, pupils researched one of the
States for homework, which they used to plan and write their own text to inform the
reader. This pupil’s research focused on the state of Texas.

Location

America has 50 states altogether, Texas is the second biggest state in America . Alaksa is the biggest. Their
territory is in the f:puth and has a population of 29,000,000 .Texas is obviously well-known because of its size

and population and can you beleive that it is three times bigger than the UK !

Features

Although Seen as a giant,pretty,state,it has some dangerous animals,such as :Great White Sharks,Spiders and
Snakes. Peophle in Texas enjoy rodeos, where cowboys and cowgirls take part in high adrenaline sports to
win prizes!The Texas flag is calld the Lone star Flag and it is red, white and blue just like the Stars and

Stripes.

Chimate

Texas has many different climates, but its normal climate and weather is clear skies and warm
temperatures in the summer. The Coidest months are December,January and February. December is the
1st Coldest month, January is the 2d Coldest month and February is the 3rd Coldest month.The Hottest
months in Texas are September,August and April including Summer months (mostly June and July).

Rainiest months are March and May.
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Pupil B
This collection includes:

A) a fantasy narrative
B) a persuasive speech
C) aromantic narrative
D) a suspense narrative
E) aletterinrole

F) a newspaper report

11



Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece A: a fantasy narrative

Context: drawing on a sequence of work and shared writing from a different context,
pupils wrote their own version of events from ‘A Monster calls’ by Patrick Ness.

Just as James was about to drop off to sleep, a noise inthe eerie darkness slashed
through the air and snapped James out of his dopey stance. He was camping in a cold,
deathlywood and each noise from the roar of the wind to the slither of the snake, sent a
blood-curdling shiver down his spine. He looked at his phone. 12:30. Half past midnight.
“When all of the ghosts will be out,” he thought as he wrapped his sheets even tighter
around himself (if that was even possible). Unable to settle, lames shuffled over to the
tent door and unzipped it. The air hung around him like a shadow. He whimpered, and
then suddenly, out of the darkness, a whirling wind whipped through the air like a
tornado. Awind 50 strong James was knocked over. Bang! His head hit the ground,

“Please! Mo, stop! | mean no harm,” he called out in terrified desperation.

Ina flash, a harrific monster that could crush a tree with one finger, stomped into view:;
itz eyes spitting red like angry lava; its ugly back had spines that looked like swords and
a face that looked like a boulder. As the monster prowled towards him, he stood up tall

preparing to protect himself.

The inhuman creature reached forward. “You will come with me!™ His voice rumbled

through the air like thunder.

“What do you mean?” asked James, “Why have you come for me?" Glaring at the
monster, “lwon't hurt you. I'm just a normal person! I'm just a child,” he said with all the

confidence he could muster.

“Because | need the truth from youw,” it roared. *You know what you have done. You will

come!”

12



Under its glare, James cowered back wishing the creature to retreat. “You are mistaken.
I haven't done anything. Never, never will | give yvou what you want!™ he shouted,

sounding braver than he felt.

And with that, James rushed to the foldable bed and climbed under. The monster roared
in annoyance and flared from its colossal mouth. The bed set on fire. James cowered
amongst his sleeping bag. The monster ripped the tent like blades shredding flesh and

prowled towards him. James was cornered..........
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece B: a persuasive speech

Context: pupils were learning about the impact of climate change in geography lessons

and explored ‘No one is too small to make a difference’ by Greta Thunberg, before
writing their own speech.
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece C: aromantic narrative

Context: after watching a wordless video animation called ‘The Invention of Love’, pupils
wrote a narrative, handling part of the story events.
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece D: a suspense narrative

Context: as part of a sequence of work exploring ‘Thornhill’ by Pam Smy, pupils wrote a
narrative focused on key suspenseful events from the story.




19



Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece E: a letter in role

Context: drawing on shared writing from a different context, pupils wrote their own letter
in role as Jack, from ‘Jack and the Beanstalk'.
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece F: a newspaper report

Context: as part of a sequence of work, pupils drew on the story of ‘Peter Pan’ by J M
Barrie to write a front-page newspaper report.
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Pupil C
This collection includes:

A) a newspaper report
B) a narrative

C) a descriptive narrative
D) a biography

E) a suspense narrative
F) an adventure narrative

25



Key stage 2

Pupil C — Piece A: a newspaper report

Context: after studying the structure and style of newspaper reporting, pupils were tasked
to write their own report about the attack on Pearl Harbour.
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Key stage 2

Pupil C — Piece B: a narrative

Context: following a series of lessons on the features of effective story writing, pupils
were asked to write their own stories based on their class book, ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by
Michelle Magorian.
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Key stage 2

Pupil C — Piece C: a descriptive narrative

Context: a short, silent film, “The Piano’ was used as a stimulus for this narrative. Pupils
were tasked to write in the first person and capture the different moods conveyed in the

film.
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Key stage 2

Pupil C — Piece D: a biography

Context: pupils studied the characteristics of effective biographies before independently
writing a biography of Malala Yousafzai.
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Key stage 2

Pupil C — Piece E: a suspense narrative

Context: pupils studied the ways in which authors build suspense. They were then tasked
to write their own suspenseful narratives based on Richard Hickey’s animated version of
‘Francis’, a short story by Dave Eggers.
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Key stage 2

Pupil C — Piece F: an adventure narrative

Context: after reading ‘The Giant’s Necklace’ by Michael Morpurgo, pupils rewrote an
exciting episode from the book, incorporating dialogue into their narratives.
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