
 
 

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 2 

For this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with 

the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s 

books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

Notice 

The standardisation exercise was designed to provide materials for local moderators to 

check their understanding of the teacher assessment framework to enable moderation of 

teacher assessment. 

The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) may have edited the pupil scripts to generate 

the materials needed for the standardisation exercise process. Moderators should only 

use the written materials to assess their understanding against the teacher assessment 

framework. 

STA produces separate guidance, training and exemplification materials for schools. 

Should local authorities wish to use pupil scripts from standardisation exercises for 

training purposes when visiting schools, STA recommends making it clear that writing 

may have been edited to better align with the specified standard. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a fairytale rewrite   

B) a fantasy narrative  

C) a letter 

D) a letter 

E) a biography 

F) an information text 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a fairytale rewrite 

Context: pupils watched ‘Little Miss Take’ from the Literacy Shed. Following some 

focused teaching on dialogue, they planned and wrote their own version of a well-known 

fairy tale. This pupil chose ‘Thumbelina’. 

Transcription provided for clarity, due to pupil’s editing in middle section. Original 

piece below for reference. 

 

Theumbelina’s adventure  

Once upon a time, in a far distant land, there was a kingdom called Roses. It was surounded whith busy 

streets also transparent lakes leading to the crystal clear sea. In the village all you could see for miles was 

swishy swashy pine trees. A few miles from the village, there was a market full of sweet treats like 

doughnuts, cupcakes and pancakes. Every year, for prom they moved all the carts and wagons ready for 

people to arive.  

One night of prom, the queen fell very ill then the Kingdom, fell into fright and dispare. Meanwhile on the 

other side of town, deep in the woods there was a cottage there lived a young woman and her daughter 

(who’s grand mother was the queen) caulled Thumbelina. Everything was perfect, until one day, when 

Thumbelina came home she said  “why does someone wants you?” “and what do you want?” lucy 

(Thumbelina’s mum) asked 

We are here because of your daughter she stole the queen’s crown!” replied the guard.  

“Thumbelina what do you say?” asked lucy.  

“Sory,”  moaned Thumbelina.  

Then one day Lucy asked Thumbelina to take the basket full of treats (from the market.) “Go through the 

forest,  but make sure to stick to the path, at least be safe my dear ok?” asked lucy.  

“Yes mum,” moanded Thumbelina,  

“Bye honey be safe!” shouted Lucy  

“Yeah yeah I will” replied Thumbelina. And off she went down the path not knowing what she would 

encounter on the way…  

A few miles from the house, Thumbelina was skipping hapily along when sudenly, she spotted a bear 

sobbing on a fallen dusty tree. “argh why are you crying Its so annoying so can you stop?” shouted 

Thumbelina.  

* 

Oh I’m sorry, I’m… Just feelling realy upset. Please can I have one of your treats from the basket?” asked 

the bear “U gh no what makes you think you can have a treat from my basket?” questioned thumbleina. 

Then (when she had reached the castle) her eyes filled whith terror…  
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she saw her grandma led on the floor coughing and whessing. Then in the corner of her eye, she saw the 

bear from earlier grining. Then he disapeared into the darkness. Then a miricle happened. Her grandma 

got on her feet and lifted Thumbelina into a tight hug. After that they all lived hapily  

the end.  

*The queen was a nice old lady with loucous curly silver hair. Thick grey glasses and a shiny golden crown 

sat on her silver hair.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: a fantasy narrative 

Context: pupils watched the silent film ‘The Eye of the Storm’. Following some teaching 

which focused on amplification, pupils wrote a fantasy narrative in the first person.   
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a letter 

Context: as part of their history learning around the subject of WW2, pupils were asked to 

write a letter to a monarch or Prime Minister which focused on a ‘human interest’ aspect 

of the war, for example, rationing, missing children who were away at war.   
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a letter 

Context: as part of their history learning around the subject of WW2, pupils were asked to 

write an informal letter from a WW2 soldier to a loved one back home.   
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a biography 

Context: after reviewing a range of biographies, pupils researched and wrote a biography 

on an individual who was famous for actions during WW2.   
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece F: an information text 

Context: as part of a geography unit on ‘The Americas’, pupils researched one of the 

States for homework, which they used to plan and write their own text to inform the 

reader. This pupil’s research focused on the state of Texas. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a fantasy narrative 

B) a persuasive speech 

C) a romantic narrative 

D) a suspense narrative 

E) a letter in role 

F) a newspaper report 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a fantasy narrative 

Context: drawing on a sequence of work and shared writing from a different context, 

pupils wrote their own version of events from ‘A Monster calls’ by Patrick Ness. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a persuasive speech 

Context: pupils were learning about the impact of climate change in geography lessons 

and explored ‘No one is too small to make a difference’ by Greta Thunberg, before 

writing their own speech. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a romantic narrative 

Context: after watching a wordless video animation called ‘The Invention of Love’, pupils 

wrote a narrative, handling part of the story events. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a suspense narrative 

Context: as part of a sequence of work exploring ‘Thornhill’ by Pam Smy, pupils wrote a 

narrative focused on key suspenseful events from the story. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a letter in role 

Context: drawing on shared writing from a different context, pupils wrote their own letter 

in role as Jack, from ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece F: a newspaper report 

Context: as part of a sequence of work, pupils drew on the story of ‘Peter Pan’ by J M 

Barrie to write a front-page newspaper report. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a newspaper report 

B) a narrative 

C) a descriptive narrative  

D) a biography 

E) a suspense narrative 

F) an adventure narrative 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a newspaper report 

Context: after studying the structure and style of newspaper reporting, pupils were tasked 

to write their own report about the attack on Pearl Harbour.   
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a narrative  

Context: following a series of lessons on the features of effective story writing, pupils 

were asked to write their own stories based on their class book, ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by 

Michelle Magorian. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a descriptive narrative 

Context: a short, silent film, ‘The Piano’ was used as a stimulus for this narrative. Pupils 

were tasked to write in the first person and capture the different moods conveyed in the 

film. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a biography 

Context: pupils studied the characteristics of effective biographies before independently 

writing a biography of Malala Yousafzai. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a suspense narrative  

Context: pupils studied the ways in which authors build suspense. They were then tasked 

to write their own suspenseful narratives based on Richard Hickey’s animated version of 

‘Francis’, a short story by Dave Eggers. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: an adventure narrative  

Context: after reading ‘The Giant’s Necklace’ by Michael Morpurgo, pupils rewrote an 

exciting episode from the book, incorporating dialogue into their narratives. 
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