
 
 

 

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 3 

For this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with 

the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

Notice 

The standardisation exercise was designed to provide materials for local moderators to 

check their understanding of the teacher assessment framework to enable moderation of 

teacher assessment. 

The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) may have edited the pupil scripts to generate 

the materials needed for the standardisation exercise process. Moderators should only 

use the written materials to assess their understanding against the teacher assessment 

framework. 

STA produces separate guidance, training and exemplification materials for schools. 

Should local authorities wish to use pupil scripts from standardisation exercises for 

training purposes when visiting schools, STA recommends making it clear that writing 

may have been edited to better align with the specified standard. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
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Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative in role 

B) a persuasive speech 

C) a recount and review 

D) a newspaper report 

E) a romantic narrative 

 



 
 

 

Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a narrative in role 

Context: taking the novel, ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’, by Michael Morpurgo, as their starting 

point, pupils wrote their own retelling of events from the point of view of the dog, Stella. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: a persuasive speech 

Context: drawing on ‘No one is too small to make a difference’, by Greta Thunberg, 

pupils wrote their own speech focused on climate change and the environment. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a recount and review 

Context: following a school visit to see an opera, pupils wrote their own recount of the trip 

and reviewed the performance, drawing on discussions of structure. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a newspaper report 

Context: as part of a sequence of work, pupils wrote their own report based on a known 

fiction source, Disney’s ‘Lion King’, in this case. They also drew on a journalistic word 

bank.   
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a romantic narrative 

Context: pupils wrote their own narrative, continuing events depicted in the romantic, 

wordless Disney animation, ‘Paperman’.  
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a newspaper article 

B) a narrative 

C) a letter 

D) a first-person narrative 

E) a narrative extract 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a newspaper article 

Context: Pupils shared ‘Pig Heart Boy’ by Malorie Blackman. Prior learning included 

understanding the features of a newspaper article in other contexts. Pupils were asked to 

recreate the events of the story in a newspaper format. The piece is also transcribed 

for clarity. 
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Transcription: Pupil B, piece A: a newspaper article 

 

WEEKLY NEWS FOR YOU. 

Young boy pig’s heart. 

TODAY’S NEWS FOR YOU! 

IS ABOUT A 14 YEAR BOY 

WHO HAS SET A STORM 

ON THE MEDIA. 

 

CAMERON KELSEY HAS 

HAD A PRIVATE SURGERY 

ON HIS HEART DUE TO 

A UNKNOWN VIRUS. 

This surgery has occured at a private surgery fasility called “Private brooklyn Surgery.” 

This surgery is not a normal one, this surgery was a transgenic surgery which is a animal 

organs implanted in a humans body. 

This event happend on the 12 of 2019. 

Quotes 

“Cameron is brave he had a choice to live or die he choice to be strong by living.” 

A quot has been told by a close family friend, “Cameron has said to me this quot. 

“I had a choice to live and I took it.” 

“I’m so tired of not being able to hang out with my friends and I have the power to change 

that.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a narrative 

Context: pupils shared ‘Pig Heart Boy’ by Malorie Blackman. They were asked to imagine 

and record the conversation between the protagonist, Cameron, and his former friend 

Marlon, after Cameron discovers that Marlon disclosed his secret to the press. 

  



17 

Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a letter 

Context: as part of their work on Malorie Blackman’s ‘Pig Heart Boy,’ pupils analysed 

formal letters, focusing on tone and language. Pupils were asked to write a letter in the 

role of Cameron’s father to Dr Bryce, an experimental and controversial medical 

researcher, requesting his help. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a first-person narrative  

Context: within their history learning, pupils focused on the Antarctic explorer Ernest Shackleton. They were asked to write a narrative 

recount in the role of a crew member of his ship, ‘Endurance’ as it sank. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a narrative extract 

Context: as part of their history unit on Mayan culture, pupils watched a video about the 

Hero Twins myth, in which the twins undertake various tasks in order to defeat the Lords 

of Death. The twins are skilled players of the Maya ball game ‘Pok-ta-Pok’ and in this 

piece, Pupil B has chosen to focus on this element of the myth in their re-write of the 

story. The piece has been transcribed for clarity. 

 

“Hello and welcome ladies and gentlmen. I am pleased to present to you they amazing 

game of Pok-ta-Pok”.   

“It is indeed a very good day for another live or give your life game”.   

“Wow guys it’s a heck of a crowd today. What a day.  Right let’s get onto the rules first. 

The most important rule is you can ONLY use your elbows and hips.” “Okay I think it’s 

time boys, ..... let’s start the game.  First we have on my left side!  the lightning ground 

team”.  The crowd rawed with exitment and love to the team of lightning.  

“Okay jerry isn’t a great crowd? handing it over to you jerry.”  

“Thank you Tom appreciate it, Right on my right hand here we have him self the one and 

only god of rain chac”. Boom I felt the wind of fear in the atmosphere, I could sense my 

souls with fear why? I’ll tell you why.  Imaigane you are with a team of friends in a football 

game then the best person at football was aganaist you.   

“Oookay! Tom let us begin ok 1….2….3…..go”! The ball flew up in seconds the crowds 

faces went up. We have begen. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a narrative  

B) a newspaper article 

C) a narrative 

D) a letter 

E) a motivational speech 

F) a non-chronological report
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a narrative  

Context: pupils watched the silent film ‘Wing’ from The Literacy Shed. In this fantasy 

story, the protagonist is harassed by a group of oppressive human-like crows for being 

weaker than them. Pupils were asked to compose a written version of the film. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a newspaper article 

Context: pupils studied the story of Macbeth as part of a six-week unit of work. They used 

various versions of the play to become familiar with it, for example:  Leon Garfield’s 

‘Shakespeare Stories’, BBC Teach ‘Macbeth rap’ and ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare. 

Pupils wrote a newspaper article to represent key elements of the story, following a brief 

review of the features of this genre. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a narrative 

Context: pupils shared ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by William Gill and ‘Ice Trap!’ By Meredith 

Hooper. As part of the unit, pupils took on the role of a crew member and spent time 

researching, interviewing and carrying out their ‘jobs’ on the ship. Children story mapped 

key events from the text and created their own word banks. They wrote a narrative to tell 

part of the story. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a letter 

Context: pupils studied the story of Macbeth as part of a six-week unit of work. They 

adopted the role of Macbeth to write a letter to his love, Lady Macbeth, following a brief 

review of the features of letter writing.   
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a motivational speech 

Context: pupils shared ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by William Gill and ‘Ice Trap!’ By Meredith 
Hooper and independently researched the history of Antarctic explorations. Pupils were 
tasked to write in role and in this imagined morale-raising speech, Pupil C writes from the 
perspective of Ernest Shackleton. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: a non-chronological report 

Context: as part of their unit of work on William Gill’s ‘Shackleton’s Journey’, pupils researched animals of the Antarctic. After a brief 

review of the features of reports, pupils wrote a non-chronological report on a species of their choice. 
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