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Communication is the foundation life
skill. It affects our ability to learn, form
relationships and make friends.

Yet...

1 in 6 children in the UK experience
difficulty in learning to talk and
communicate.

(YouGov Poll of 1,015 parents, 2010)




Speech and Language Intriguing Facts

«1 in 6 children in the UK
experience difficulty

By age 5,
1in 5 boys are
struggling to read

in learning to talk 0
(YouGov poll of 1,015 parents, 2

Children who come from stable home
environments receive 700,000 words
of encouragement and 80,000 negatives.

hear 60,000 words of encouragement and
120,000 negatives!

Children who are from deprived backgrounds

68% of children

who struggle

with language
delay, also
experience
behavioural

P

*The current average

response time given

to children by teachers/carers
is 2.7 seconds.

(The appropriate time is

10-12 seconds)




How do children begin to use
language?

Even before using the first words, a baby needs to:

have a need to communicate with others

hear language directed to him

learn that the language he hears means something

be able to make the sounds that eventually she will use to form words

pick out the differences between the sounds he hears in the language
around him

have an adult who is responsive to meet these needs so that
she learns that vocalisation has a purpose and will provoke a reaction.



The next step — one and two words...
and beyond

* Understanding words have meaning

e Saying the first word

* Linking two and more words

e Putting words together in the right order

* Understanding and using the social rules of
communication.



Positive Adult —Child Interaction
~Includes:

Simple, repetitive language
during everyday activities

Gaining children’s attention
before giving instructions

Adapting language to the
level of the child’s

Encouraging the children to
ask questions

Talking at an appropriate rate,
using short sentences

Modelling the correct sentence
when a child’s incorrect
utterance is heard.

Extending the child’s utterances
Introducing new vocabulary
in context



Positive Adult —Child Interaction
Includes:

Giving children Time to process

information and respond Using natural gestures and

Facial expressions to support
language

Listening to children and
Responding to what they say Not directing a conversation

by lots of questions

Ilving a running commentary
on the child’s activity, rather
than asking questions

Using vocabulary children
can understand in everyday
situations

You are squeezing the dough.
Mine feels cold and sticky




Being a Play Partner

ake turns with children
Give specific praise
Ask open questions

Give time for children to

respond
\

Create a context for conversation

Join children in play

-

/

Follow the child's interests N |
Adult responds by:

* Being at the child's level.

Physical, developmental and

language level)

» Interpreting what the child is
trying to say.

Sit face to face

OWL
Observe, Wait and Listen

!

Child says or
does something/
responds

* Labelling/ Commenting

- Repeating back and extending
*Wait for the child to respond










Add objects or interesting
collections to your cosy space
to facilitate inquiry and
discussion
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Puppets - either home made or
purchased are another resource that
stimulates talk. Puppets can also help
children to add intonation and effects to
their voices, a skill that will be useful to
their reading skills later on.



Learning to listen

s —




Activities to Develop Auditory Awareness:




Listening activities

Sound lotto
Singing

Poems and rhymes
Music- listening to songs and using instruments
Simon says

Instructions- board games
‘Grandma went shopping....
‘Who am I?'
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What would you rather
find?

A magic sweety bag that
is always full
A magic book that talks
To you
A magic carpet that can
take you anywhere

Because

WL Wollid hppen . '
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What job
would you like

to do?

A king or queen
A clown
A police person

Because

What would you
rather be chased
by?

An angry wasp
A grumpy fairy
A tickle monster

Because



Would You rather...

Be 3 feet tall or 8 feet t

Be a deep sea diver or an astronaut?

Have a pet that was a giant hamster or a tiny rhino?

Be able to stop time or fly?

Be born with an elephant trunk or a giraffe neck?

Have a missing finger or have an extra toe?

Have a very strict teach and learn a lot, or have a very easy teacher and not
learn much?

Be able to control the weather or be able to talk to animals?

Have bright blue teeth, or bright blue hair?

Only be able to whisper or only be able to shout?

Only eat your favorite food for the rest of your life, or never eat it again?

Be hairy all over or completely bald?

Live without music or live without TV?

Have a big group of friends or one very close friend?

Be invisible or be able to read minds?

Find out your parents are secretly spies or aliens?

Live in a world where people suddenly break into song or break into kung fu
fights?

Be the worst player on the best team or the best player on a great team?
Get stung by a bee or get a sunburn?

Go to the pool or go to the beach?

Have your body turn green when you get wet, or have your hair turn purple when
you are in the sun?

Be a pencil or a rubber band?

Have someone give you S$S100 or give $1,000 to the charity of your choice?
Jump into a pool of marshmallows or a pool of jello?

Have a head the size of an orange or a watermelon?
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Providing a simple song/rhyme bag or basket
will encourage children to sing, which in turn
aids their language acquisition and helps them
to learn about and explore rhythm and rhyme,
both important skills on the journey to being
literate.

Old MacDonald
Had a Farm
Music Basket

Pull stones out at random & use them to create a story.
Easy to make & great for improving communication.

Simple painted stones help

children to not only sequence a
story but to make up their own
and then they can tell it to you.




-

Who 1lives here?

Opening the door
on a new story

Providing simple stimuli that
will ignite children’s curiosity
and spark their imagination is a
sure fire way to get them
talking






SPY with my Little eYe...
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These type of sorting activities
encourage children to use
classification vocabulary such as
“same as, different, pattern,
stripes, match” etc which aid
vocabulary building.
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Providing simple challenges
or discovery prompts will
help children to not only
experiment and test out
their ideas, they provide an
excellent opportunity to
support them in linking
ideas through words and
explaining their findings




s it magnetic?

Lo = eTishylishy.


















*What do you think is behind the door?
. =% *Where do you think you would be?
AW S o\\here do you think this is?

Y ) b «If you went through the door, would

| you take someone with you? Who
would you take and why?
@== «How does this picture make you feel?
*Why is that?

And always offer your own
ideas and thoughts, so that
the children can learn from
you as well

Use the children's responses
to generate more questions.






Opportunities for speaking and

listening
Tongue twisters * Digging for treasure
Feely bags * Chinese whispers
Silly sentences * Stories to act out
Listening games — squeak * Visits and outings

piggy squeak




Resources checklist to support
Speaking and Listening

Puppets

Telephones and mobiles
Tape recorders and tapes
Dressing up

Role play resources and
Small World figures

Mirrors
Musical instruments
Treasure baskets

Collections

Chatterboxes

Story sacks

Sounds lotto

Voice changers/microphones




